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English Sparkling Wine III: Success in the domestic market!
The demand for English and Welsh sparkling wine is here! The United Kingdom (UK) is the second largest
market for champagne after France. However, as a result of the devaluation of the British pound following
the Brexit vote, imports became more expensive, with the result that champagne consumption declined
sharply (also due to competition from Prosecco).
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Handle to own product
What is more obvious than the approach to domestic products? Also the trend too
local and artisan foods increased demand for English and Welsh sparkling wines. A bottle costs £ 25.- to 30.(Fr. 32.- to 45.-) in the final sale, which is a little less than most champagnes of the big houses. A bottle of
English Sparkling Wine can also be more expensive. For a long time, the "Tillington" from Nyetimer was the
most expensive English sparkling wine, with a final selling price of £ 75.- (around CHF 96.-). On St. George's
Day (April 23), the Chapel Down Winery launched the Kit's Coty Cœurde Cuvée 2013 in the North Downs, at £
99.99.
Quality in the air as on earth
The quality of English sparkling wines also convinced the airline British Airways. In 2016, for the first time in
six months, it served first-class passengers an English sparkling wine, the “Vintage Blanc de Blancs" by Bolney
Wine Estate in West Sussex. And what about arriving to the clouds, it was also good Earth! In 2015 Queen
Elizabeth II baptized the Britannia (the newest cruise ship the P & O shipping company and the largest in the
UK) a Nebuchadnezzar bottle (15 L). It breaks up so the content of 20 standard Flaschender Wiston Estate
Winery (South Downs, Sussex) at the ship.
Winged export!
The successes in the home market, but also the collapse of the British pound, are boosting exports. At the
moment, English (frothy) wines are exported to 27 countries, and the quantity is increasing rapidly from year
to year. The main buyers are the USA, Japan, China and Hong Kong, but also Scandinavia, the Benelux
countries, France and Germany. And even in Switzerland, sparkling wines are already available. It is expected
that about one quarter of English production will be consumed abroad over the next five years.
Wine tourism
The development of the English and Welsh wine industry also includes an attractive tourism offer. (Foam)
wine producers offer instructive guides, upmarket food and comfortable overnight accommodation. Although
Rathfinny Wine Estate in Sussex will release its first sparkling wine in 2018, it already offers tour events,
tours, tastings, meals and overnight stays. Interested wine tourists can use an industry-specific (interactive)
map with a list of all producers. One of the youngest wine tourism attractions is the Mannings Heath Golf
Club & Wine Estate project in West Sussex in both 18-hole golf courses has been reduced to nine holes to
Platzfur to create a vineyard. The 100-year-old golf course is to become South Africa's first golf and wine
experience in the United Kingdom. "Well then, keep calm and drink English sparkling wine"! Further
information: www.englishwineproducers.co.uk

